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OUR PURPOSE 

To organize and preserve infor-

mation and historical items 

that give insight to understand-

ing the life and times of the 

New Holland area and sharing 

these finds with others. 

MUSEUM CONSTRUCTION  UPDATE  

S haun Seymour, General Contractor, reports the renovations and lift-
tower construction for the New Holland Area Historical Society‟s Mu-

seum are moving toward a late fall completion.  The Friends of BBNB Re-
search Room (see article elsewhere in this newsletter) is the first room to 
be completed and is presently being outfitted with shelving and furnish-
ings.  Amvets Hall is nearing completion with floor refinishing being the 
one large task remaining.   

 
The lower entry hallway and the lift tower will be the last sections to be 
finished.  Seymour reports that well over 1,000 hours of volunteer labor 
have been given to this project.  The Board of Trustees made a decision 
early in the planning process to use volunteers and gifts in kind to the 
fullest extent possible as a way of maximizing contributions.  The NHAHS 
Chair, Don Welsh, added “this is in keeping with the goal of having the 
Museum be something created „by the people‟ rather than merely „for the 
people‟ of New Holland and the surrounding area.”  Plans are to have a 
public “sneak preview” of the Museum when construction is completed 
and before the massive job of display and detail setup is begun.  A Grand 
Opening will be held when the displays are in place at a time yet to be de-
termined.  

Annual Membership Meeting 

Thursday, September 15, will be the annual membership meeting.   In addition to the 

regular business, the agenda will include the election of trustees.   The terms of three 

trustees have expired, and each is up for re-election.   The three trustees nominated 

to fill three (three year term) positions are: (1) Mitch Dissinger; (2) Wilbur Horning; 

and (3) Jack Schnader. 

Notice of Change for Membership Dues 

Individual and family membership classes have been discontinued for members pay-

ing dues annually, and will be replaced by a “household membership”.   Annual dues 

will be $20 and include everyone living at the one-family address shown on the mem-

bership application, or the current address on file.   Individual lifetime membership 

dues have been revised to $500.   These changes will be effective October 1, 2011. 
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Kauffman’s museum 
Submitted by Nicole Sensenig 

The Mayor of New Holland has a vision: a bus-
tling, flourishing town full of history and tradi-
tion. 

Wilbur G. Horning decided it was the best time to 
move forward with his vision when New Holland 
received a grant from the Lancaster County Ur-
ban Enhancement Fund for $16,288. This much 
needed boost in funds “really allowed us to move 

forward with our plans for this project,” Mr. 
Horning said. 

The Kauffman building, as it is known to many 
who live in town, has been a symbol of New Hol-
land history for over 200 years. Mr. Horning, who 
is extremely involved with the New Holland His-
torical Society, saw this building as a way to cap-
ture the history of the town. The building, which 
will be turned over sometime in the future to the 
Historical Society by Steve Loewen- owner of the 
New Holland Radio Shack, currently boasts a few 
different shops and office space. 

The Historical Society has decided to build a 
town museum on the second floor of the building. 
This museum will house artifacts from the previ-
ous decades in New Holland. It is also planned 
that there will be a research area where copies of 
local family genealogies will be kept. 

The museum owes the renovation of this room to 
the generous donations from former Blue Ball 
National Bank employees. And so it goes without 
saying that this room will be aptly named the 
BBNB Research Room.   

Head fundraiser and former BBNB employee, 
Wilbur Horning said, “When this opportunity 
came along, I saw it as a tool to keep our Blue 
Ball Bank history alive.” 

Though the merger with Community Banks, and 
later with Susquehanna Banks, changed the 
way New Holland does banking, Horning believes 
it is still vitally important to remember what used 
to be such a community and people driven busi-
ness. 

The BBNB group has raised over $15,000 to date 
for the restoration of this building. Their contri-
butions have gone towards the renovation of the 
BBNB Research Room as well as for things such 
as new electrical wiring and handicap access for 

the building. 

Horning says, “I would like to give credit and 
thanks to the former directors and employees of 
Blue Ball National Bank for catching this vision 
and supporting the effort to maintain the history 
of our bank.” He goes on to say, “We are planning 
to have a special reception for the employees who 
contributed to this effort where we will unveil the 

memorabilia from BBNB that we‟ve come to col-
lect over the years.” 

The effort to raise funds for this historical build-
ing is ongoing. 

The BBNB group has also donated furniture for 
the Research Room on top of their generous 
monetary donations. 

One artifact that museum goers will feast their 
eyes upon on opening night is the old Terre Hill 
branch weather vane. Having sat on the top of 
the building for innumerable years, the weather 
vane was hardly in any shape to act as the name 
designation for the research room. Tom O‟Neil of  

O‟Neil‟s Body Shop donated his time and exper-

tise to restore the weather vane to better-than-
new condition. After some major metal filing and 
an excellent paint job, the BBNB sign is ready to 
take its place as the designation for this room. 

The BBNB Research Room: to be used as a research room, library, and 
place to store supplies and have access to light refreshments. 
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Another unique find that will be featured in the 
museum was donated by Brian Frankhouser. An 
avid collector of postcards, Brian knew he had a 
real catch when he happened upon two post-
cards with old BBNB buildings pictured on the 
front of them. A large, blown-up view of these 
two postcards will hang in frames on the mu-
seum walls. 

In short, Horning says, “We‟re all hoping that 
the artifacts we‟ve collected and the significance 
of the Research Room with its genealogy charts 
and books, will keep the visitors coming back to 

New Holland, and back to this museum for years 
and years to come.”   

Continued from Page 2 

Thursday, September 15th, 7:00 p.m. at the Garden Spot Village Chapel 

Mr. Bruce Bomberger from Landis Valley Farm Museum speaking about the history of the Landis brothers 

and how they started their collection leading up to the formation of the farm museum. 

This Month’s Program: 

Wilbur Horning with a picture of the old Blue Ball National Bank Main 
Office located at the intersection of Rt 322 and Rt 23 in Blue Ball  

Cookie, Cookie, me want Cookie! 

~Cookie Monster 

What do cookies such as Springerie, Gingerbread, Snickerdoodle, Lebkuchen, Sugar, Molasses Crinkle, 

and Chocolate Chip all have in common?  All will be baked, beautifully wrapped with ribbons and bows, 

and ready for the holidays during the Arts & Crafts Show for Christmas on Main.  Located in the 

Farmer’s Fair building at the corner of S. Roberts Ave. and Franklin St. on Saturday, December 3rd these 

delicacies are lovingly baked and donated by some of the area’s finest cooks!  Proceeds from the second 

annual Cookies on Main event supports funding for the New Holland Area Historical Society Museum. 

Mark your calendar so that you won’t miss this opportunity to both support the museum and bring smiles 

to your family and friend’s faces when they know you’ve remembered them this holiday with these fine 

cookies. And, thank you for supporting the society’s DRIVE TO KEEP NEW HOLLAND HISTORY ALIVE 

fundraising campaign. 

According to the American Heritage Dictionary a cookie is a small, usually flat cake made from sweetened 

dough.  Culinary historians state that cookies evolved from small amounts of batter that were dropped 

onto pans to test the temperature of the oven before cakes were baked.  Cookies are believed to date 

back to the 7th century.  By the 14th century, cookies were common throughout all of Europe.  The term 

“cookie” comes from the Dutch word “koekje” which means “little cake.”  Submitted by Logan Patterson 



In the fall of 1907, local delivery man, C. A. Eby, and well known merchant, Eli Hess, had a great idea...buy pota-

toes and apples at wholesale prices locally, and ship them by rail to where they could generate a profit. The plan 

was to contract with the local growers and farmers to sell their harvest by weight instead of by the bushel. The 
sellers would deliver the goods to the New Holland railroad yard east of the NH Machine Company, and Eby and 

Hess would be responsible for packing them in barrels and loading them for transportation. Everything went 

smoothly with the potatoes, and three carloads were shipped during the first full week in October.  While the 

work was being completed with the potatoes, the apples accumulated. Eby and Hess may have been surprised by 

two things: 1) 1907 was bumper crop for apples; and 2) how quickly they may run out of barrels. By the middle 

of October, five cars of empty barrels were ordered. The apples continued to accumulate. In the October 19, 1907 
issue of the New Holland Clarion it was reported that “The biggest lot of apples that have been assembled in New 

Holland within the recollections of the oldest citizens were seen in the railroad yard this week.” It was also re-

ported that 1,375 barrels were shipped, but an estimated 3,000+ bushels lay in piles. Most importantly, “No more 

apples will be received until more empty barrels arrive and the ones on hand are shipped out.”  Information 

about the success of this “idea” was unavailable, but Eby and Hess did not repeat the operation in 1908. 
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AN AUTUMN STORYABOUT APPLES 
Submitted by Brian Frankhouser 

This photo postcard was sent 

to Anna High in Blue Ball 

and postmarked October 

18, 1907. The message on 

the address side of the card 

reads, ñThis is how it looks 

in New H. now. They cannot 

barrel apples fast enough to 

ship.ò Obviously, the picture 

was taken in early October 

when there were more ap-

ples in barrels than piles.  

This photo was taken from beside 

the New Holland Machine Company 

in the latter part of October when 

apple packing fell a little behind. 

The building on the far left is the 

New Holland Bottling Works, the 

building in the middle is the depot, 

and the building on the far right is 

the locomotive shed.  

http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoX28v2tO81wAhY.JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3F_adv_prop%3Dimage%26va%3Dapples%26fr%3Dmy-myy%26b%3D1%26tab%3Dorganic&w=696&h


PAGE 5 VOLUME 7, ISSUE 3 

N 
ew Holland and the surrounding area have a rich history.  Now many people have joined together 

in the common goal of preserving that history both as memory and as a challenge to future gen-

erations to continue the legacy. One way the community has moved on this goal is to support 
NHAHS‟s fund drive for the new Museum. Contributions are approaching the amount needed to 

complete the first phase of renovations and Museum accessorizing.  Pending continued support, the Board 

of Trustees is discussing plans for the second and final phase which would be renovations of West Hall.  As 

the newsmen of yesterday would say, “stay tuned for further developments”! 

Drive to Keep History Alive! 

Another view of the activity during 

the latter part of October. This 

photo was taken from the railroad 

depot (see the two handcarts in the 

foreground).  

Cemetery Tour: Saturday, October 8, 2011 7-9pm 
 

Please park at St. Stephens church parking lot 
and your tour will begin there. 

$5 suggested donation. 
Please come out and see and hear about people 
and the stories that make New Holland great!   



PO Box 464  New Holland PA 17557 
 

www.nhhistorical.com 


